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ft the Proprietor! a/ tie Selfiut tikigt&hu. 

A friend to the interests of huma- 
nity, " homo sum, & nil hu- 
oianuia a me alienum puto," I 
therefore sometimes step into the 
places of public resort, where these 
interests, and those moral subjects 
interwoven with aud nseparable 
from tberii are discussed). I mean the 
church and the theatre ; one pre- 
senting sublime topics of most im- 
portant concern to the ear ; the o- 
ther (the sCenical representation) to 
both eye and ear. Your readers 
will not, I hope, be offended that I 
have thus associated these two de- 
partments ; I do so, because the 
subject before me > which I have 
much at heart, they hold in com- 
mon ; I mean ** action and utterance, 
and the power of speech, to move 
men's minds," which I think is 
their common concern. If the sound 
moral which the theatre inculcates, 
or ought to inculcate, be, arid ought 
to be carried home to men's minds 
for the conduct of human life, which 
I am desirous may more and more 
be this standard rule of scenicaj ex- 
hibition, till ev«ry corner of impa- 
rity is swept from the theatre by the 
more correct and exalted taste of this 
present a^.; ftlied, as it is, with a 
conscious pride of an elevated pro- 
gress in science, in morals in taste, 
and whatever else is perfenive of 
human nature ; and that perfection 
may be aGceltrawd by every means 
that shall tend to the improvement 
aud advance of the happiness of 
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the species. If, I say, it be neces* 
sary that the theatre be thus improv- 
ed, then I think a fortiori, (as your 
logicians say,) as the pulpit has 
something of a loftier claim, as it 
holds forth arguments on topicsof a 
still snblimer nature on. the scale of 
excellence ; the public actors on 
that theatre ought to feel the still 
weightier and more imperious duty 
to study how they shall in their de- 
livery give .the greatest effect to 
their superior topic to carry it into 
the minds of men with a still mote 
commanding effect ; and that nose 
step up into that rostrum to 
d forth aud enforce the precepts 
1 heir divine master, shall be de- 
ficient in the instruments of com? 
manding efficacy "in action and 
utterance, and the power of speech, 
to move men's minds," 1 wish to 
see this strong amalgamation of in- 
fluence on every theatre of public 
exhibition, where the happy topics 
of truth, and good and moral excel- 
lence are held forth to the world, 
that the arguments may be irresisti- 
ble, that every species of imposition, 
and every fortress of the empire of 
evil may be pulled down, that the 
enemies of truth may become her 
friends, that the kingdom of iniqui- 
ty may be shaken, that " the stones 
of her streets may rise, in mu- 
tiny." 

Now having given you some view/ 
of my topic from the present ardoqr 
and enthusiasm that 1 feel, I will 
state 10 you my meaning as soberly 
as lean. I wish all public speakers 
to be aware of the lamentable con- 
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sequence of an imperfect and inar- 
ticulate delivery. If in any argument 
part of the chain of the argument he 
interrupted, what will follow ? Sup. 
pose in the 47th of Euclid only part 
of the argument of that wonderful 
demonstration be evident to the 
mind, consider the result ; the mind 
not receiving full conviction of its 
important truth, is obliged to hanj 
an implicit faith on the authority of 
this master in mathematics, and is 
only half pleased. Yna know what 
joy results from the full conviction of 
truth, what a grateful consciousness 
in the mind that it was capable of 
its reception, the sensation is truly 
divine, resembling that of deity 
himself, when he beheld his work 
and saw that it was good. Now if 
such are the results from the convic- 
tion of mathematical truths, and 
such the necessity of attention and 
application for the reception of that 
full conviction, then, J argue, what 
joy shall follow the reception of 
truths moral and divine, which the 
heaven-born mind mast receive and 
consent to when otlered to' it. I un r 
«IeiMa>iid there are many unbelievers 
wirhin the pale of christian commu- 
nities ; 1 beg it may be considered 
if this is not consequent to the im- 
perfect communication of the truths 
of Christianity, from those who are 
called up to minister of her holy 
things. The human voice is in its 
Jiatu re formed for persuasion. I de- 
sire that this proposition may receive 
due consideration. Speech is one 
of our sublime attributes, imparted 
by the divinity in the formation of 
his creature, man ; it is to be the ve- 
hicle of' his ih./aghls, and those di- 
vine scutimems conveyed to him 
from the author of bis existence, 
vhen ire framed th-tr wonderful 
composition, man ; delivering to him 
and investing him with a portion of 
his divine essence, making him a 
recipient of truth and good ; now, 



if there were but one man in the 
world, and according to scripture 
that was once the case, conceive 
what a wonderful creature should 
be that one man ; " lord of the cre- 
ation ; in form and moving how ex- 
press and admirable ! in action how 
like an angel ! in apprehension how 
like a God ! the beauty of the 
world, th'e paragon of animals?" 
but is this creature less noble be- 
cause multiplied on the face of ihe 
earth f Surely no ; but his supe- 
rior parts and talents enhanced 
highly by the joint co-operation of 
many human minds. Now then, I 
call on your readers to join me in 
enforcing on men's minds the great 
importance of aiming at perfecting 
these high talents with which this 
noble creature is invested. Speech, 
the power of communication, the 
art of persuasion, the forming by 
rules reduced to a mathematical pre- 
cision th'e exercise of this talent. [ 
am sorry to say, that when I have 
entered the church or the theatre 
with a sincere mind to be edified, 
I have been affected with sorrow and 
disgust at being uninformed of what 
the matter was, which was address- 
ed to me, through the inarticulate 
speech of the exhibitor; and I have 
come away with the more disgust in 
proportion as I conceived the subject 
to be important in either of these 
departments; in one I have witness- 
ed a low puling voice and poor un- 
graceful attitude and action, a look- 
ing down at the book and up at the 
audience with a truly ridiculous ges- 
ture, like water-towl when they 
duck their heads and pop up again ; 
in the other I have heard the passion 
torn to rags, and witnessed all the 
other acts of outrage, which the 
great master of scenical exhibition 
describes with a prophetic energy. 
Now since ail the world is improv- 
ing in arts, in science, in literature; 
m manners, in moral*, why fa 
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there not a school for oratory ? and 
if there be, why not send these boys 
to school, before you send them into 
the pulpit, or the rostrum, or any 
other public place of exhibition ? 
Who are the professors- in these 
schools? what sort of specimens do 
they display ? I have attended pub- 
lic lectures and examinations in 
colleges ; I protest I have been 
made sick with the, miserable dis- 
play, and have augured therefrom 
all the evil, and all the foul defect 
of which I now complain. The hu- 
man voice is capable of the greatest 
heights of beauty and excellence, if 
cultivated ; it is made for persuasion, 
the great chef-d'oeuvre of its attri- 
butes j it is made to carry persua- 
sion into the ear,s almost of the deaf. 
It was this that in early ages sub- 
dued savages, rent rocks, tamed 
lions and tigers, and reared the The- 
ban wall ; your classical readers 
will see that I allude to Orpheus 
and Amphion ; and I know not 
why like influence may not now be 
expected, for if sound from an in- 
strument of human formation can 
influence men's minds by it sweet 
accords, then surely when sense is 
joined to sound, when not only the 
ear, but the intellect is addressed ; 
when the organ of utterance is not 
of man's framing, but is wholly di- 
vine ; when human cultivation and 
education are applied still farther to 
develop its energies, to unfold its 
latent beauties and capabilities, 
what may we not expect ? When 
Christianity brings forward her thun- 
dering appeal to the minds of men 
in aid of philosophy, in aui of vocal 
sound, and the organs of intelli- 
gence ; may we not hope to see an- 
other son of Calliope or of Linus, 
another Orpheus or Amphion per- 
suade to relinquish savage nature, 
t« check the rage of war* and chain 
the furies of civil discord? i anti- 
cipate with delight the coming of 



the day. dawning on the creation ; 
for I think, seeing that mankind are 
now only stumbling and blundering 
in argument, and falling one over 
another in political dissension, it is 
evident that the day of truth is 
scarcely dawned on the world. It 
would indeed be a dreadful thing to 
think that the world was always to 
continue in the mad disordered state 
o\ the present day. Once more 
then, let me close, with begging 
that you would enforce upon the 
world, or at least your readers, the 
due attention to the improvement of 
the human voice, as the principal 
instrument of improvement, vouch- 
safed by Providence to carry strong 
persuasion with commanding efficacy 
luto the mindsof men. 

I am, your constant reader, 

JJumancs. 
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TN spite of a vigorous opposition 
* by writing, reasoning, and de- 
clamation ; in defiance of the dic- 
tates of conscience,, remonstrance 
and protest, a £.50 bill of Regium 
Donum forced its way into the house 
of a respectable clergyman. Upon 
this disastrous event,. the venerable 
pastor, wisely judging, that " in 
the multitude of counsellors there is 
safety," immediately called a meet- 
ing of his parishioners, and laid be- 
fore them the perilous and perplex- 
ing nature of the case. Vain, bow- 
ever, .were all their consultations, 
fruitless were all the expedients pro- 
posed, the intrusive bill co'ntinued 
to retain forcible possession. 

But this is not all. Though the 
gentleman always . has been, and 
though he still continues to be, a 
professed enemy to all .religious es- 
tablishments, royal bounties, and, 
classifications, yet, every half year. 



